Dear Jr. High Parent,

We want to support families and believe that the responsibility of parenting should be primarily done by parents.  Because we do not believe, without the involvement of a parent, that we have the right to exercise the level of discipline that may be required to correct some of this behavior, in certain situations, to correct inappropriate behavior, we have decided to implement the following policy.
1. When disruptive behavior occurs, the child will be given a single warning to stop the behavior.  
2. If the disruptive behavior continues in that evening, the child will be isolated from the rest of the group for the remaining part of that evening.

3. After a night where a child is isolated, his or her parent will be informed within the following few days of the isolation and the behavior which led to it.  At this time of contact, we will also be asking the parent for a cell phone or other number where they can be reached on following Wed nights.

4. If the child continues to exhibit disruptive behavior on a second Wednesday night, we will again give the child a single warning.

5. If disruptive behavior continues, we will again isolate the child and immediately call his or her parent to pick them up in the middle of the Wednesday night activities.  The parent again will be informed of the particulars.
6. If the child continues to exhibit disruptive behavior on a third Wednesday night we will again give him or her a single warning.
7. If disruptive behavior continues, we will again isolate the child and immediately call his or her parent to pick them up in the middle of the Wednesday night activities and they will not be allowed back to Wednesday nights until the following fall when they enter the next grade level.
If the child reaches policy #7 we will presume that that child is not yet ready for the Wednesday night experience.  This does not mean that the child will be barred from participation in other junior high events and the child will still be welcomed to Sunday morning Junior High Group.  Our desire is to talk about and model the love and grace of God and get to know these students.  We intentionally have left our Wed night programs open to all middle school students because we believe that they can be transformative.  On the same hand, to preserve an environment where students can ask questions and participate in discussions, we need to have a discipline policy were we can point to a standard that is expected of students.

If you have any questions please email rob at rob@evfree.net or give him a call at the church (805) 262-5000.  Thanks and God bless!
